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Hello Friends, 
~» here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! - 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 


card. | 
on! 
If you haven't got ON 1Ph 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
Part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 , 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 E 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
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It was a bright, sunny afternoon in White Deer 
Park and everything was calm. Whistler was 
wading in the stream, when suddenly, his old 
friend Speedy swooped down out of the sky. 


Cooke DN1-3; Bojan 


Just then, there was a loud roar. “What’s that?” 


cried Speedy. “It'll be the stags fighting it out 
to see who will be the new leader,” answered 


Ca | i | 


“Thought I’d pop in to see you,” said Speedy. 
“Is the fishing any good?” “The stream was 
poisoned, you know,” replied Whistler, “but 
the Warden cleaned it out.” 


hes 


The contest was well under way. Laird was 
doing battle with Butch. The two animals 
locked antlers and wrestled violently. Butch 


Whistler. “Shall we fly over and see who wins?” was strong but he was no match for Laird 


Speedy agreed and the two birds took off. 


The animals all watched, captivated by the 
contest. “Hard luck, Butch,” cried Plucky. 


“You did your best,” added Dash. But Butch 


was annoyed that he had been defeated. 


and after a few minutes he fell to the ground. 


“Go away,” he growled, “it’s a pity Trey didn’t 
stamp you all flat.” Dash couldn’t believe the 
stag was such a bad loser. “I wanted Laird to 
win anyway,” she snapped as he stumbled off. 


However, the contest was not over yet. Laird 
still had to fight Jeff, another powerful stag. 
“Alright, Laird,” sneered Jeff as he lined up 
for his turn, “you’ve beaten the others but 
I’m stronger than all of them — and cleverer.” 


“Tl’m ready for you,” replied Laird, confidently. 
The two animals lurched forwards and the 


battle began again. “Come on Laird!” cried the 


foxes as the animals locked antlers. Although 
he fought valiantly, Laird was getting tired. 


There was, however, one thing still bothering 
Laird. He wanted to know what had happened 


to Trey. “Trey’s gone,” piped up Plucky. “The 


Warden’s men took him away in a big wagon.” 


The young stag was relieved. 


== 


“But what about the rats? They’re the biggest 
problem,” cried Dash. Laird did not seem too 
concerned. “I’ll help you deal with them,” he 
replied confidently. But he had no idea how 
bad the situation had become. 


“He hasn’t a chance!” cried Vixen, dismayed. 
“The brute will kill him,” added Charmer. Fox, 
however, was not so worried. “Laird will win, 
just you watch,” he said, knowingly. 


The crowd roared. It was official — Laird had 
won! Fox congratulated him. “As leader of the 
animals who came here from Farthing Wood,” 
he said soberly, “I formally acknowledge you 
as leader of White Deer Park.” 


And as Fox spoke, Laird wrestled his opponent 
to the ground. “Who’s the leader of the herd, 
now?” he snarled, his face against Jeff’s. “You 
are,” gasped Jeff, defeated. 


“Thank you,” replied Laird, gt aciously. “We 
shall be friends, you and I, just as you and 
my grandfather, the Great White Stag, were 
friends. And we shall, I hope, all live together 
peacefully.” Fox nodded in agreement. 


That evening, when night fell, Bully’s troops 
gathered outside their headquarters. There 
were thousands of them! They all began to 
chant loudly as they waited for their beloved 
leader to arrive. 


Back in the woods, the animals could hear 
the distant cries. It sent shivers down their 
spines. They knew Bully was planning an 
attack but what could they do? 


“He is coming,” announced Brat from the top 
of the rock. When Bully appeared the crowd 
went wild. “Who am I?” he shouted, his eyes 
gleaming wickedly in the darkness. “Bully, 
Bully, Bully,” screamed the rats. 


The rats chanted again and then Bully spoke. 
“Now at last the Park will be ours,” he hissed. 
“No power on Earth can stop us. Who am I?” 

“Bully, Bully, Bully,” came the deafening reply. 


Next week: Owl’s return. 


All About... 


66Eeeeeech! This is Indian flying fox, a large 
fruit bat, screeching at you from high up in 

the trees in India. There are over 170 species 
in my family and we live in parts of Australia, 
Asia and Africa. Most of us eat fruit, as our 
name suggests, but some of us feed on nectar 
and pollen from flowers. Fruit bats come in 

lots of different sizes. Although my smallest 
relatives have wingspans of no more than 25cm, 
the Kalong and the Samoan fruit bats each have 
a wingspan of up to 2m. As bats are the only 
mammals that can fly, that makes these giants 
not only the largest bats in the world, but also 
the largest flying mammals.99 


We larger fruit bats are often 
called flying foxes. This is 
because we have pointed, 
fox-like faces and upright 
ears. Many of us also have 
reddish-coloured fur similar 
to that of Red foxes. Our fur 
helps us to keep our body 
heat in. This Black flying fox 
is the largest of several 
members of my family found 
in Australia. It also lives in 
New Guinea and Indonesia in 
south-east Asia. Like all flying 
foxes, it has no tail and enjoys 
feeding on fruit. One of its 
favourite foods is bananas. 


Fruit bats live 
in tropical parts 
of the world 
because there 
they are more 
likely to find a 
supply of fruit 
to eat all year 
round. They 
are particularly 
common near 
the Equator. 


Equator 


Key 


= Fruit bats *. - 
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ROOSTING 

Nearly all fruit bats are active at night. During the 

day they roost (rest), hanging upside down from tree 
branches with their clawed feet. In fact, their grip is 

so strong that they can easily cling on with one foot 
while grooming their fur with the other. Most fruit bats 
are social creatures and some roost in huge colonies 
containing up to a quarter of a million animals or more! 
Early in the morning, when they arrive back after a 
night’s feeding, their roost sites are noisy places. They 
squabble for the best branches and then screech and 
flap their wings to keep their neighbours at a distance. 
The adult males always get the best places because 
they are the most powerful. When the fruit bats have 
eaten all the food available in the area, they abandon 
their roost sites. By this time, the trees they roost in are 
often so badly damaged that they will eventually die. 


Not all fruit bats live in large colonies. 
Some, such as this male Short-nosed 
fruit bat, live alone or in small groups. 
They don’t all spend their time in tree 
branches, either. Some choose caves 
or tree hollows to sleep in while a few 
small members of the family roost inside 
the rolled-up leaves of banana plants. 
And the spooky Egyptian rousette fruit 
bat sleeps inside old tombs! When fruit 
bats are resting, they fold their wings 
around their bodies like a blanket. 


All About... 
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66Although we stick to 
the tropics, you'll find 
us fruit bats in many 
types of habitats. 
Some of us even 
roost in busy city 
centres! We must, 
however, stay close to 
water. We fruit bats lose 
a lot of moisture through 
our huge wings, so we 
need to drink regularly 
to make up for this.99 


The extremely long 

fingers on a fruit bat’s 
wings act like the spokes 
of an umbrella, supporting 
the elastic skin between 
them when the bat flies. 

In the air, the bat looks 
rigid and streamlined. This 
is because its neckbones 
are fused (joined together) 
and its ribs are flattened. 
As it swoops through the 
sky, it spreads its wings 
and holds its legs out 
straight behind. Its legs are 
joined to its wings and help 
to support them as it flies. 


At sunset, fruit bats)leave their 
roosts and, with sloWheavy 


Not all fruit bats eat fruit. Some smaller members 

of the family, such as this Blossom bat, feed only 
on nectar and pollen. They have longer and thinner 
noses than their fruit-eating cousins and their lighter 
bodies help them to move easily among the flowers. 
Also, during the dry season, when fruit becomes 
harder to find, some of the larger bats will feed on 
nectar as well. As fruit, pollen and nectar eaters, 
these animals play an important role in keeping 

the forests alive. The fruit-eating bats leave seeds 
behind in their droppings, which return to the 
ground and sprout. The pollen- and nectar-feeding 
bats help to fertilize flowers by carrying pollen on 
their fur from one plant to another. 


2 wingbeats, circle over the trees Ae eg 
Unlike insect-eating bats, most fruit bats before heading off to feed. They Although fruit bats live in huge colonies and are among the most 
do not use echolocation (listening out for are strong fliers and may travel ee nmon mammals in'tropical-regions, in recent years some fruit . 
high-frequency sound waves bouncing off more than 30km to a good site. at populations have declined dramatically. There are several 
moving objects) to find their food. Instead, While feeding, the bats hold the reasons for this, Firstly, modern hunting techniques have led to 
they make the most of their excellent sense fruit with their feet and bite into larger numbers of bats being caught and.an increase in the. 
of smell and good night-time vision. Fruit it with their teeth. They have very friit;bat meat trade. Secondly, as rainforests are being cut-down 
bats can sniff out ripe fruit from several small throats and can’t easily to make land for farming and for the timber,industry, the bats are 
kilometres away and their sharp eyes enable swallow the flesh so, instead, they losing both their food supplies and their roosting sites. Without 
them to land on branches in the dark. As suck the fruit out of its skin and them, they cannot survive. There is also.one other problem. Fruit 
they do not need to chase their food, fruit chew it thoroughly to squeeze out bats are considered pests by many local people ‘because they raid 
bats are not very agile in the air. They often the juice and seeds which they plantations and eat their way through the crops. This has led to 
have very short tails or sometimes no tails at then swallow. What is left of the them being shot, trapped or poisoned in their thousands. Fortunately, 
all, unlike their insect-eating relatives which fruit they spit out. Fruit bats eat some endangered species have now been given legal protection. 
use their tails to help them twist and turn in over half their night’s food during ¢ 
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Dear Fr ionds! 


Amanda Smith obviously took 
a lot of ‘time’ over her picture 
— | think it’s great! 


Christopher Parish, aged 7 


What do frogs like to dein 
Amanda Smith, aged 91/, Regt? - - rogs like to drink? P 


4 : a5 Richard Adam Ford, aged 6 
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~~ Euan Bardi aged 6 
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fees Adder you're the ay 
Forget Fox, forget the res! a. 
You're lovely | ade of gl ip de 
EWTS WEA : though you make mice sc a 
sa sometimes think that f 5 a game, 
ie 
NOT N BUT SELS THIS TIME! ha a3 : nen ae 
CAN YOU WORK OUT HOW MANY Bt ve a _ nt 
ARE HIDDEN IN THIS WORDSEARCH ara = poem 3 
. REGOR, AGED 
i 
_ \T LOOKS LIKE KIRSTI McG! cot 
ON’T HAVE TO WRITE 
10, en Cross, aged 6 
POEM AFTER ALL! 

KEELY MANSELL, 
=] Sad news — Farthing 
= Wood Friends is soon 
= ming to an end so don t 
i en thing else! 
“ gend in anything 
FROM VERY 
THIN PIECES 


OF WOOD. 


Polly Smith, aged 10 
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66 It’s not surprising that 
2) none of us cats made it to 
~" the islands of Hawaii until 
human settlers tookus  __ 
— there. They are thousands 
of kilometres away from any other land! 
This isolated chain of volcanic islands is 
the longest in the world, stretching for 
2300km across the North Pacific Ocean. 
Although Hawaii is 3800km from California on’ 
the west coast of America, it became the USA’s 
50th state in 1959. The islands are well known 342 
not only for their sandy beaches.and bright 
flowers, but also for theirtropical.forests, lava’ 
slopes and unique birdlife: There are some130° 
islands in the chain, but onlythe eight largest 


ones are inhabited by people —and cats!?. eet \ 
The Warden’s cat’s Challenge: how m a7” 
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HEIGHT CHART 


In this issue of Farthing Wood Friends 
you will find Part 1 of the four posters 
that make up your free height chart. 
Collect the other three parts in the next 
three issues and ask an adult to help 
you put them together. Then you can 
measure your height with your favourite 
Farthing Wood animals. 


Putting your height chart together 


1. Open the staples carefully and remove 
the poster from the centre of the 
magazine. Close the staples again to 
keep the rest of the pages together. 


2. Remove the strip from the bottom of 
the poster by cutting carefully along the 
dotted line. 


3. Keep your Part 1 poster safe until you 
get Part 2 next week. 
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Discovering Nature 
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You should be able to spot seven LZ | WA), \ 8 
Picture-wing pomace flies on the - ) VE 
branches in the forest. 


When someone from Hawaii says 
‘Aloha!’ they mean ‘hi’ or ‘see you 


The Akiapolaau, Ly 
soon’. The Hawaiian islands are — — 


a species 
y of Hawaiian well known for their friendly 
finch, chips welcome - and for the beautiful SARONG STYLE 


pr een aeme : flowers and soft, sweet pineapples that grow 
short, lower part there. Pineapples are good for all kinds of foods 
and drinks. But personally, I’m not too sure 


A sarong is traditional clothing 
for men, women and children 


SAAD 


: ai 
The pigs that now run wild in ~ of its strong = : ss as 
Hawaii were once domestic beak: theitop 23) about this recipe for putting it on a pizza it tie Hawes iEN 
animals, brought to the islands half of its beak is much ith some chopped up ham, hmm It’s simply a large square 
, ig) =e wi Pp Pp ’ “ of brightly-coloured fabric 
but, with some careful ., 


longer and curved, making it 


by human settlers. They are 
easy for the bird to pull out beetle 


considered pests because they ‘ong folding and knotting, 


r 
Fold the Sarong poll the : awide 


uproot plants and trample on larvae, insects and spiders from Ps ot 
easton in forests, fields and underneath the tree bark. In half and then up to i ceit across Wrap the 1 can wear it in 
pasture land, destroying the homes In half again and. Pl > and ake Sarong = Whole ots of different 
of many other island creatures. lengthways, your pac gs undet You, * Fung ways. Try it over a 
Tap it around the wo en Cross yhem top Corn, the two swimming costume 
your chest ang your "vie them One sho, ers Ove, the next time you 
tie it at either over and WW + behind Ulder. go on holiday. 
the back or oa ; 
There are front. “4 
: , over 1500 
a Nay species of 
\ ~ fly on the 
fi islands of 
’ — Hawaii a 
\ * and some, 4 The Palila is 
5, a such as the y another species of 
Picture-win ip Hawaiian finch. It lives ; 
pomace fly, bd Y in only one place — high up With legal 
found nowhere else in the world. in the Mamane tree forests protection, 
Unfortunately they often end up on Mauna Kea, a volcano ee J 
being eaten as Hawaii also which has not erupted for o any 
has the only fly-eating over 4000 years. These birds hawks as 
increased, 


roam around in small flocks, 
searching for the seed pods 
of the Mamane tree, which 
are their most common 
source of food. 


caterpillars in the world! although they only 
live on three of the larger 

islands. They can be heard 
shrieking loudly as they fly 
through the sky, swooping 
down to catch mice, birds 


and insects. 


WAWALIAN PIZZA 2. Spread a thin layer 


Imagine yourself on a warm Hawaiian of tomato topping on the 
beach when you eat this pizza, with its pizza base. Then arrange 
flower-design topping. { G ) the chopped ham, pepper 

and pineapple in a flower 
pattern on top. 


You will need: 

plain uncooked pizza base, 
drained tin of pineapple 
cubes, chopped ham, grated 
cheese, chopped green or 
red pepper, small tin of 
tomato pizzatopping. —f{ 


The Ne-ne, or Hawaiian 
goose, is the state bird 
of Hawaii. At one time, it 
almost became extinct, but 

with the help of captive 
breeding programmes, 
numbers grew. Even now 
though, flocks of wild Ne-ne 
are found on just three of the 
Hawaiian islands. They live only 
on dry volcanic rock and, unlike 
other species of geese, do 

not need to be near water. 


Hawaii's only 
native land mammal 

is the Hawaiian hoary 
bat. It is about the size 
of a mouse and has a 
wingspan of 25-30cm, 
making it slightly 
smaller than other 
races of hoary bats. 


4 Get an adult to 
do all the chopping 
and heat the oven 
according to the 

instructions on the 
pizza-base packet. 


top and cook the pizza 
on a baking tray 


“LEI FLOWER GARLAND 


A brightly-coloured garland of 
flowers is called a ‘lei’ in Hawaii. 
You could make one for someone 

special as a sign of friendship. 


WAWANAN  BncroSourne. 
first trace the floral 


TABLEMAT shape shown here ] 


on to the piece of 


You can find traditional tracing paper. 
decorative patterns all over 
Hawaii. They are usually made 
in two colours, one light and 

one dark. Use this pattern to 
make an attractive table mat. 
You could put a vase of bright 
flowers, drinks or food dishes on 
it - but don’t put down anything 
too hot or you might spoil it. 


You will need: 
crépe paper (several bright colours), 
needle, strong thick cotton (long 
© Cut out lots enough to make a necklace that can 
of crépe-paper go over your head), scissors, ruler. 
squares roughly 
10cm x 10cm. 


@ Push the 
flowers along the 

cotton and turn them 
different ways. Tie the 
thread ends together. 


a Turn the tracing paper over and lay 
it on the remaining piece of thin card 
so that the pencil outline is face down. 
Draw around the outline again to 
transfer it on to the card. Do this eight 
times so that you end up with eight 
floral shapes. Cut them out carefully. 


You will need: 
three pieces of 
different-coloured card, 
one thick and two thin 
(all A3 size), pencil, 
ruler, scissors, glue, 
tracing paper, clear 
book-covering film. 


2 Pinch together 
the centre of each 
square and gently 
twist it round to 
scrunch the paper 
into a flower shape. 


3 Thread the cotton 
through the needle 
and tie a knot in one 
end. Carefully thread 
the paper flowers on 
to the cotton by 
pushing the needle 
through the twisted 
part at the base of 
each flower. 


4 First make a 
border for the edges 
of your mat. To do 
this, cut one of the 
thin pieces of card 
into four strips, each 
long enough to fit 
round the edges of 
the thick piece of 


Now you can hang your ‘lei’ 

around your neck - it’s great 
to wear for some Hawaiian- 

style hula dancing! 


@) MONEY-SHELL JEWELLERYSO COMOVQVOOME 


§ Arrange four of the 
shapes in the centre of 
your mat, as shown. 
Then place a shape 

in each of the four 
corners. Glue 


card. The strips all eight & For many centuries, islands in the South Pacific, such You will need: 
need to be about shapes down as Hawaii, used shells as money. Shell bracelets and thin card scraps in various colours, length & 
2cm wide and leave necklaces were worn as a sign of great wealth. Make your of wool long enough for a necklace or ; 
j them to dry. own ‘money-shell’ bracelets and necklaces to wear with bracelet, hole punch, glue, pencil, scissors, & 

2 your sarong and ‘lei’. decorations such as glitter or sequins. (, 

Choose one of 
the border designs G 
shown on the page 4 Draw a shell shape on @ Cut out all your va Ms 
and draw it on each 6 Ask an adult to to card. Cut it out and then _ shells. You could make & <<. § knot the ends of the 2) 
border strip. Cut the help you cover your use it as a template. Draw them look precious \ wool together and slide your 
design out carefully. mat with clear plastic around it to make several by gluing glitter or shell jewellary on to your A 
Glue your border film to protect it. more shapes on different- sequins on them. oniererane vopland, of 
strips around the coloured pieces of card. ; ») : 


edges of the thick 
piece of card. 


7_N 
a 
\ 
ens 
3 Carefully punch a Thread the shells on mA ‘oe 
two holes at one end to a length of wool by NN 
&9 of each shell (get an weaving it in and out of 
7 adult to help you). the holes as shown. 
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Puzzle tf ouf == 


SPYING WEASELS " 


\ By My second’s in spider and also in snail. 
y My third is in kite but not in fly. 
My fourth is in cake and also in pie. 


Cleo and Fido had been running around White So they followed the rats through the woods, ; My all'is a creature that lives in a pond, 4 =I 
Deer Park playing tag. weaving in and out of the trees without making a shy} It has large jaws and of all food is fond! eens " 

“Can't you think of another game to play?” sound. The rats were quiet, too, as they wanted “i ie \ 
asked Cleo, as Fido caught her again. “I’m all out —_—‘ to surprise the frogs. As they got near the pond, : : 
of breath and I’m bored of tag, anyway.” Fido gave Cleo a special secret signal, then the 

“Let’s spy on someone,” suggested Fido, “that’s twins rushed out, jumping up and down in front 
a good game.” ; of the rats and pulling silly faces. 

Cleo thought it was a great idea and the two “No dinner for you!” Fido teased the rats, as the 
weasels were soon wandering around the Park frogs dived back into the pond. “Now scram!” RS : i Al 
looking for someone good to spy on. Just at the The rats disappeared into the woods and Cleo ee ae 7 Ce a2. 
edge of the wood, they spotted some rats. and Fido sat down on the grass, laughing loudly. . Q . \ He) to 

“Let’s spy on them,” said Cleo, and she and Fido “That was fun,” said Cleo. ie < a LY STALKING THE RATS 


When you follow someone without 
letting them see you, it is called stalking. 
To stalk successfully you have to be 

very quiet. Can you follow the path that 
Cleo and Fido took when stalking the rats? 


crept towards them very quietly. By staying hidden “I told you that spying is a really good ala 
behind a tree trunk they could hear what the rats chortled Fido happily 
were saying. . 
“I’m off to the pond,” one of the rats 
announced, “there are a lot of tasty frogs down 
there.” “Good idea!” chorused the others. 
Cleo immediately nudged Fido. “Let’s follow 
them,” she whispered. 


If you are a spy, you have to be 
good at noticing things around 
you. There is something odd y 
about all these objects — can you 
see what's wrong with each one? 


HIDING FROGS 
When the frogs saw the rats, some of them 
dived into the pond, but others hid around it. 
How many hidden frogs can - find? 


Puzzle it ouf == 


WORD CODES 

If you are writing to your fellow spies, 
you will need to use a code to keep 
your messages secret. Here are some 


To make it even harder, split 
the words in the wrong place 
and add an extra letter before 


URVISIBLE WRITING 


It’s great to be abie to write a secret message 
that nobody can see. Here are some different 


each section: 


TFOLL ROWT KHER WATS. 


easy codes you can use. In each case ways for you to try doing this. 


the message reads, ‘Follow the rats.’ 


Write each word in the 
message backwards: 


WOLLOF EXT STAR. 


Split words in the 
wrong place: 


FoLL OWT HER ATS. 


Or split the words and add 
a letter after each section: 


FOLLE OWTD HERT ATSE. 


These people are giving messages using 
the codes shown above. Can you work 
out what they are saying? 
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WFOLL ZOWT 
LHEG YIRLW 
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FATHER AND SON? 


